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From Your District Superintendent

We are waking up this morning to the first real damage of the season from spring storms. Our
prayers are with those who have realized injury or damage from the weather. Just as with most
things in life, nature has two faces and we have to learn to live with the face that we are looking into
at the moment. There is a lesson here for people of faith. Our relationship with God in no way
guarantees that we will never have to look into the face of trouble and struggle. Christians live in
the same world as all people. What faith does make possible is the ability to stand against trouble
and struggle with an assurance of God’s presence even in the midst of hard times. It also motivates
us as followers of Christ to give of ourselves for the sake and well being of others. We are God’s
presence when things grow difficult.

This may be a poor transition, but | believe that the above mentioned spiritual understanding is a gift
that we can give to our young people. | am leading to a reminder of the Five Rivers District offering
that you are invited to take part in. Pastors in the district have received information about this offer-
ing which will go to support ministry to children and youth in the district. One half of the offering
will go to the District Council on Youth Ministry and one half to Camp Chippewa. These two min-
istries provide great opportunities for our young people to grow and develop their faith in Jesus
Christ. By supporting this special offering we will be working together to give children and youth
the spiritual tools needed to face life in good and in difficult times. That is a gift that cannot be
measured.

The Leadership Team of the district is inviting every church in the Five Rivers District to take part
in this special offering. We have not set a dollar amount goal. Our goal is for every one of the
seventy-one churches in the district to do something toward this effort. If you want to do something

other than a simple offering, feel free to do so. Whatever your congregation would like to do to help ) ..
raise funds is fine. Inside this issue:

There are materials available for use in promoting this effort on the Five Rivers District web site. DISTRICT CALENDAR
Go to http://www.fiveriversdistrict.com/463145. You will then see the video link and the flyer link
where you can download the materials. On the video link, you will see a down arrow in the upper
left area of the page. Click the arrow to download the video to your computer. If you would prefer CLERGY BIRTHDAYS
to receive this material on a flash drive, please contact the district office at 785-841-4804 and let us
know. DISTRICT PRAYER CALENDAR
It occurs to me that Mother’s Day is coming soon. That would be a great opportunity to lift up this
offering in your church. Whenever you choose to make your effort, it would be great if we could MOTHERS IN THE SUSANNA
have this offering wrapped before the end of June. Wesl SRS

. . . . . . M
Please help make this a great success in the Five Rivers. Our children and youth will glad that you W‘E;Ejﬁ;’j\;ﬁfoi,”é@‘hﬁ“
did. And thanks for the ministry that you do each day in the name of Jesus Christ!

OPPORTUNITIES

In Christ:

A/d %Aﬁw\ MOTHERS CONTINUED



Living Water a monthly publication of Five Rivers District

Office is open
Clergy Birthdays in May

Russ Anderson May 22nd
Libby Oberdorf May 26th
Hyun Jung Choi May 28th
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
- May 11th ~ Mother’s Day District Prayer Calendar
- May 12-14 ~ Cabinet in Wichita
- May 12 ~ D.C.Y.M. 6:30 p.m. at Baldwin 1st
- May 26 ~ Memorial Day, District Office Closed
« May 27-30 ~ District Office Closed for vacation
= June 2-6 ~ DS on vacation, District Office is
open 'L
« June 10 ~ DS leaves for Annual Conference # TS "0/ .
0
» June 11-14 ~ Great Plains Annual Conference
in Lincoln, NE &" «
- June 16-July 10 ~ DS on Renewal Leave, District ))

I remember my mother's prayers and they have always
followed me. They have clung to me all my
life. ~Abraham Lincoln

Biology is the least of what makes someone a
mother. ~Oprah Winfrey




Mothers in the Susanna Wesley Tradition ~ Making a difference
Rev. Hyun Jung Choi serves Overbrook UMC
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Rev. Kathy Symes serves Pomona and Vassar UMC
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Mothers in the Susanna Wesley Tradition ~ Making a difference cont.

Rev. Tom Brady serves Lawrence 1st UMC
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Are you connected with the Great Plains UMC news? Here is a link for you to sign up to receive the
GPconnect. http://gp-email.brtapp.com/subscribe

Here is a link to the Great Plains UMC website: http://www.greatplainsumc.org/
Available online training for those in Lay Servant Ministry and those interested.
http://beadisciple.com/workshops.html#IFD100

If you plan to attend Annual Conference, here is the link to the Pre-Conference Briefing you will want to
watch.

http://www.greatplainsumc.org/preconferencevideo

Your district website is here: http://fiveriversdistrict.com
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Rev Don Flanner serves Mapleton UMC
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Cultivating Christian Growth and Supporting the Local Church

FIVE RIVERS DISTRICT

Primary Business Address

3300 Clinton Parkway Court,
Suite 110

Lawrence, Kansas 66047-2629

Phone: 785-841-4804
Fax: 785-841-4820
E-mail: office@5riversds.com

Website: www.fiveriversdistrict.com

My Mother / A People Gardener
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The number of people you have the ability to affect in a positive manner, is the same number of people that you have the ability to
hurt. ~ Joyce Meyer



